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such fine Qualifications, and receiving gicat Respect from their Masters
the Dutch, make the Convex si on of the Populace very easie.

The Dutch have so fortified Ambovia, by their own Report, that they
think it impregnable. It is tiue Vwtona Bay is fathomless till Shipping come
within a Mile of then Foits, and there is no other Place for aiichonng
on that Side of the Island, but I have heard some Dutch Officers, in
disputing their Knowledge of Amboina, say, that on that Side that fronts
the Coast ofCetam, theie are several Places of anchoring at a Mile or two
distant from the Shore, and never a Fort built to impede an Enemy's
landing, and that if an Army superior in Force to what the Dutch have
at Victona, would march but six or seven Leagues by Land, they might
come on the Back of the Town, and lodge on Hills so near it, that none
could pass the Streets in the Town, noi appear on their Bulwarks or
Batteries; but this was a Secret that the English or Fiemh ought not to
know.

The Island Ceram, near Ambonia, has also Cloves and Nutmegs, and the
Dutch appropriate that Island to themselves, and have a Factory on it
called Ambay. It is a large Island of 70 Leagues long, and 15 broad.

Euro is also a Dutch Island, producing Cloves and Nutmegs. It lies West-
north-west of Amboma, about 35 Leagues distant. It is about 20 Leagues
long, and in the Middle 10 broad.

Pullo-ouby lies in the Way between Euro and Gilolo, the largest of all
the Molucca Islands, The South Part of Gilolo is called Batta-china, and the
^Equator cuts the Island in the Middle. On the West Side of Gilolo t and
at a little Distance from it, ly Batchian, Matchian, Montil, Tidor, and
Ternatey. They are but small Islands, but produce the greatest Quantities
of Cloves and Nutmegs, of all the Molucca Islands.

One Captain Ethnngton, in a Ship called the Resolution., made a Trip to
Gilolo about the Year 1692. and got 40 Tuns of Spice. He called at
Batavia in his Way to England^ and the Dutch being very solicitous to know
where he had been, he freely told them, to let them see the English were
not quite ignorant of that Navigation, if they had a Mind to follow it.

I now continue my Course Westward along the ./Equator, to the Island
Celebes, the East-Side of which Island, and a great Number of smaller
ones, are little frequented by Strangers, but on the South-west Corner of
it is Maccasser, where the Dutch have a Factory, but its chief Product is
Corn, which indeed all those eastern Islands abound in, and consequently
in Poultry. The Natives are of a light Olive Colour, and the Women well
shaped, and pretty beautiful, for which Reason they are in great Esteem
among the Dutch and Chinese, who buy them for Bed-fellows, and often